Chapter 1
THE BIRTH OF A REGIMENT
MANILA 1916-1918

The 31st Infantry Regiment's
insignia, a polar bear, was approved
by the War Department in 1924 to
reflect service in Siberia from 1918
to 1920. The 31st never served in the
United States as a regiment, earning
it the unofficial nickname
"American's Foreign Legion." After
infantry regiments were discontinued
as tactical organizations in 1957,
several of the 31st's successor battle
groups and battalions served in the
United States, but its Headquarters
and Ist Battalion have still never
"been home." The regiment's only
active unit, the 4th Battalion, serves
with the 10th Mountain Division at
Fort Drum, New York at the time of
this writing .

At left is the regimental shield, a sea lion from the Philippine Department’s shoulder insignia,
commemorating the regiment’s birth and long service in the Philippines. The regimental crest is a
polar bear, commemorating the regiment’s earliest combat experience during the Siberian Expedition
of 1918-1920. The regiment’s Latin motto, Pro Patria, means “For Country.”

Two earlier 31st Infantry Regiments were formed in 1813 and 1866 but were later incorporated into other
regiments. Their lineages are carried by the regiments into which they were absorbed and are therefore

unrelated to the present 31st Infantry.! Today's 31st Infantry Regiment was authorized by the National
Defense Act of 1916 and was formed in the Philippines that year to strengthen the forces protecting US

interests in the Philippines following its capture from Spain in 1898.2 Filipinos, although generally
inclined toward friendship, did not seek or accept the occupation of their country by another colonial
power, prompting a series of guerilla wars against US forces, the last of which ended in 1911. In 1916,
there were still six regiments of infantry and a regiment of cavalry in the islands, concentrated mainly on
Luzon and Mindanao where Muslim “Insurrectos” were a threat to order.

1 The original 31st Infantry Regiment was formed in 1813 for service in the War of 1812. It was consolidated with
the Regiment of Light Artillery in 1815 and its numeral disappeared from the active rolls until 1866 when a new
31st Infantry Regiment was formed from the 3d Battalion 13th Infantry. In 1869, that regiment was consolidated
with today’s 22d Infantry.

2 The National Defense Act of 1916 appropriated funds for the Army’s emergency expansion amid a crisis brewing
worldwide. It expanded the Army by seven infantry regiments, one each in the Philippines (31st), Hawaii (32d),
and Panama Canal Zone (33d), and four on the Mexican border (34th through 37th).



August 1916 Officer's Roster

Commander

Deputy

COL Wm. H. Gordon
LTC Frederic H. Sargent

AdjutantCPT Charles Weeks

HQ Co
MG Co
Supply Co
1st Bn Cdr
Co A
CoB
CoC
CoD

2d Bn Cdr
CoE

CoF

Co G
CoH

3d Bn Cdr
Col

CoK
CoL
CoM

1LT Emile V. Cutrer
1LT Max A. Elser

1LT John P. Adams
MAIJ Robert H. Allen
CPT Thomas L. Brewer
2LT J. P. Wilson

ILT R. G. Caldwell
CPT Walter Harvey
CPT Colin H. Ball

CPT Wm. R. Kendrick
1LT Clark Lynn

1LT Everett N. Bowman
1LT Jacob E. Fishel
MAJ Ben W. Field

1LT George W. Maddox
1LT Everett D Barlow
1LT Richard H. Jacob
1LT A. Ellicott Brown

had served in that war, gaining insight into expeditionary warfare.

Reaction to the National Defense Act of 1916 was
not as orderly as Congress might have intended. Since the
required manpower for new regiments would take at least a
year to recruit, the Army transferred men and equipment
from existing regiments, diluting them all. In compliance
with the order, the Philippine Department formed the 31st
Infantry Regiment's Headquarters, Machinegun, and Supply
Companies and 3d Battalion on August 13, 1916 at Fort
William McKinley (Rizal), with personnel and equipment
from the 8th and 27th Infantry. 1st Battalion was formed at
Regan Barracks (Albay) from the 2d Battalion 15th
Infantry. 2d Battalion was formed at Camp McGrath
(Batangas) with personnel and equipment from the 13th
Infantry. As B Company's First Sergeant Joe Dundas put it;
"men went to bed on the night of July 31, 1916 as members
of B Company 15th Infantry Regiment and awoke the next
morning in B Company 31st Infantry Regiment." On its
first consolidated morning report, the regiment totaled 35
officers and 1350 enlisted men.

Formed only 18 years after the Spanish-American
War, most of the 31st Infantry’s senior officers and NCOs
Colonel William H. Gordon, the

Regimental Commander, and Lieutenant Colonel Frederic H. Sargent, his Deputy, had seen action during
the closing years of the Indian Wars in the American West, had fought against Spain in 1898 and against
insurgents during the Philippine Insurrection, and had seen their Army transformed from a pitifully small
internal security force to a modern Army that would grow to a force of over 4 million men over the next

two years.

Bottomside Barracks and Officer Housing at Ft Mills, Corregidor, seen from Malinta Hill

In December 1916, the 1st Battalion moved to Camp Eldridge (Los Bafios) where it was joined
by the 2d Battalion in February 1917. During February and March 1917, the regiment underwent its first
instruction practice, combat firing, and proficiency tests and there were frequent inspections to assure

companies attained a common standard.

In June, Lieutenant Colonel Sargent, the regiment's deputy
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commander, was promoted to succeed Colonel Gordon. To guard against a possible surprise attack by
Germany to seize the Philippines, the 2d and 3d Battalions moved to Fort Mills on Corregidor, an island
near the mouth of Manila Bay. They were followed a month later by Headquarters, Machinegun, and
Supply Companies. In August and September, all but the 3d Battalion returned to Fort McKinley.

After the United States entered World War I in April 1917, few additional troops were sent to the
Philippines, causing the regiment’s strength to plunge as experienced men were promoted or sent to
training camps in the US to help expand the Army for wartime service. Those left behind feared they
would sit out the war in the Philippines while others went to France to win the glory, the medals, and the
girls back home. By January 1918, the regiment had dwindled to 55 officers and 865 enlisted men, just
enough to fully man one battalion. In February and March of that year, the regiment underwent its
second round of record practice, combat firing, and proficiency tests, showing impressive results despite
its low strength.

Ft Mills (Corregidor)
Regt (less 1* Bn)
Jun-Sep 1917

Ft McKinley (Rizal)
HQ, Hvy Wpns, & 3d Bn
Aug 1916-Jun 1917

Cp Eldridge (Los Bafios)
1* Bn Dec 1916-
2d Bn Feb 1917-

Cp McGrath (Batangas)
2d Bn Aug 1916-Feb 1917

Regan Bks (Albay)
1* Bn Aug-Dec 1916



With one of the last contingents of new troops to join the regiment in 1917 was a remarkable 21-

| ' year old who would remain associated with the Army and his
regiment to the end of his life at age 100. Private Alf
Thompson joined the Army at Fort Collins, Colorado in the
fall of 1917 and was promptly sent to the Philippines.
Although disappointed that he was not going to war,
Thompson was excited to see a part of the world that he had
previously known only in school books. Assigned to the
31st's Machinegun Company on his arrival in Manila,
Thompson demonstrated uncommon attention to detail and
was soon appointed company clerk, a corporal’s position. A
year later, following his promotion to sergeant and his return
to a machinegun section, Thompson applied for Officer
Candidate School (OCS) at the urging of his company
commander. In those days, OCS was taken mainly by
correspondence, supplemented by local instruction and

testing at the candidate’s home station.3  Although
Thompson passed every test with ease, publication of orders
making him a second lieutenant had not yet arrived when the
regiment departed the Philippines in 1918.

During the spring of 1918, the regiment's strength grew abruptly. Among the replacements
arriving at Pier 7 in Manila was Cesar Pares, a Spaniard by birth, who had
been sent to the United States by his wealthy parents to study in New York.
Eager to see the American west, he abandoned his studies to work on a
ranch in New Mexico. When he turned 18, he and a friend journeyed to
Denver by train to see more of the west. After a wild night on the town,
they wandered the streets penniless. On a whim, they walked into the Army
recruiting station at Fort Logan and enlisted. Pares expected that he would
soon be returning to his native Europe to fight the Germans. Instead, he was
sent to the Philippines and assigned to the 31% Infantry’s Headquarters
Company.

When the 8" and 13" Infantry Regiments departed the Philippines to form part of the 8" Division
at Camp Fremont, California, members of the 31% assumed it was only a matter of time before their
regiment received similar orders. They would wait in vain. By April 1918, the 31* was one of only two
US infantry regiments left in the Philippines.

3 When his tour of duty was done in 1920, Alf Thompson left the Army. When World War II came, Alf was too
old to enlist so he organized the American Red Cross effort supporting American troops in the Mediterranean
Theater. A full generation later, Alf organized a welcome home program for Vietnam veterans in Illinois and
helped raise funds for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC. When the 31* Infantry Regiment
Association was formed, he was among its earliest members and attended its reunions until he became unable to
walk. He celebrated his 100th birthday on November 11, 1995 and died the following spring.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


